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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT …

  
To:  ALMARFIRSTMAWASSOCIATION 
From:  Association President 
Subj:  Presidents Message   

Marines of The First Marine Aircraft Wing Association (Vietnam Service)   

Well It’s fall, and less than two years to our 2009 re-union in Beaufort, SC (AKA Parris Island and 
MCAS Beaufort, SC). We were last there Columbus day weekend in 1997. I am looking at dates in 
September/October 2009 as well as a Spring date in April or May 2009. Your preference will be 
greatly appreciated. The cost and availability are always key factors. I would also solicit your com-
ments about the “Reunion Brats” as I am the “one Man Show”-I cannot do everything for the reunion 
by myself. If I cannot get concrete help I will use a reunion planning service. Then there are two is-
sues to be resolved: 

1. Keeping the hospitality room open-this would increase “liquid costs” more open time is directly 
proportional to consumption. 

2. I have called and emailed as to the whereabouts of the Memory Books. 

As I have begun my last two years as your President keep in mind that someone has to come for-
ward to do the job. Ten years is half a career in the service and I will be retiring 6 to 9 months after 
the re-union. I have too much to do regarding my retirement location as well as acquiring a retire-
ment townhouse or home.  - Enough of that. 

This Veteran’s Day will mark the 25th anniversary of “The Wall”. As always The Association will be 
laying a wreath. Anyone who wishes to participate please contact me. We can have 2 presenters 
(formerly it was 3). It will be very crowded in DC. So I hope you have your reservations. I hope to 
see some of you there—enjoy the fall. 

Please pray for all our members who live in Southern California as well as all our fellow Americans 
there. Thanks again to those who attended our last reunion in Branson, MO  
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Semper Fidelis 
Phil Beckerich III 
Association President  

yw37@optonline.net 
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MEMBERSHIP  NOTES  

DUES RENEWALS  

  
So far this year, the dues renewal rate continues to be very good!  You guys are doing a great job!  Please keep it up, 
and a Thank You goes out to all of you.. Later this year, the reminders will go out for the Life Members who are on the 
installment plan (a good deal!).  But if this means YOU, you can help by sending in your installment payment ahead of 
time to save us some work.    

FMAW SEABAG  

Electronic Scoop  

The Electronic Scoop list is growing. Any other members who desires to receive their “Scoop” electronically in order to 
reduce mailing and publishing costs please contact Wayne Cook at wayco@comcast.net and please cc Phil Beckerich at 
yw37@optonline.net and Al Frater at teanal@verizon.net . THE SCOOP CAN BE ACCESSED FROM THE WEB SITE 

WWW.FIRSTMAW.HOMESTEAD.COM   
Those members who have requested an electronic SCOOP will be removed from the mailing list as requested.    

VOLUNTEER  NEEDED - UPDATE  

Volunteers are always welcomed for Veterans day at the wall. For those who live near Quantico VA and the National 
Museum of the Marine Corps The Heritage Foundation is seeking tour Guides for the Museum. Training will be provided. 
Contact the Marine Corps Heritage Foundation at 703-640-7965..   

EDITORS NOTES  

Please email me any articles or noteworthy events about our members and Association (electronic pictures accepted). 
All articles and pictures become property of the association and cannot be returned.  

Al Frater teanal@verizon.net  

FOOD FOR THOUGHT  

I have not received any emails or comments regarding this idea please email me at yw37@optonline.net Hence I am 
repeating last issues food for thought. One of the options for the future of this Association is to become a special chapter 
of the Marine Corps Aviation Association. This will permit the Association to exist as the membership continues to dimin-
ish with time. The choice seems that we either open up membership or become a chapter of a larger organization.   

Re-union Memory Book  

As all of you the attended the reunion and have paid for a memory book are wondering “where is the Memory book” . 
The good news is that due to the effort of our President Phil Bekerich the Memory Book is due to ship on November 8th.   

Reunion  

2009 reunion scheduled for Beauford SC                
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Vietnam Files    
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